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16 October 2014
GNEC Code: 20204
DEA&DP REF: 16/3/1/1/D3/4/0008/13
Dear I&AP
NOTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATION FOR : THE PROPOSE UPGRADE OF DR1688 AND DR1699 BETWEEN CALITDORP AND OUDTSHOORN, WESTERN CAPE.
This Environmental Authorisation authorises:
The Western Cape Department of Transport & Public Works wish  to rehabilitate and surface Divisional Road 1688 (Old Concrete Road) and surface Divisional Road 1699 (Station Road) near Calitzdorp. 
Divisional Road 1688 start at the intersection with Trunk Road 31/6 in Caltitzdorp and continues for 43.07 km in a South Easterly direction toward Oudtshoorn where it again ties in with Trunk Road 31/6, better known as Route 62. Divisional Road 1699 start at the intersection with Divisional Road 1688 and continues for 1.20km to where it intersects with Divisional Road 1661 near the Calitzdorp Station.

GNEC was appointed as Independent Environmental Consultants to carry out the required EIA Process for the proposed road upgrade and widening of the roads.

DR1688
DR 1688 is a level 4, tertiary residential access collector and it serves various access roads, farms, as well as the well-known Calitzdorp Spa. The road is approximately 60 years old and is one of the first concrete roads constructed in South Africa. The total length of DR1688 is 43.07km. Due to the age and current conditions of the road it was identified as a rehabilitation project. The area investigated for rehabilitation start on the outskirts of Caltizdorp at km 1.07 and continues to the intersection with Trunk Road 31/6 at km 43.07. 

Upgrading of DR1688 will entail:

DR11688 consist of a severely degraded concrete block road. This road was identified to be upgraded to a surfaced road.

Section 1 of DR1688 from km 1.07 to km 4.68 will be rehabilitated to a Class 3 road with 2 x3.4m surfaced lanes, 2 x 0.9m surfaced shoulders and 2 x 0,6m gravel shoulder using.  Existing degraded culverts will be widened to tie in with the new cross section. It is important to note that approximately 2.5m wide, compacted gravel shoulders already exists on both sides of the road. These compacted gravel shoulders are graded on a yearly basis as part of the maintenance procedure of the District Roads Engineer. Widening will therefore take place within this already disturbed and compacted shoulder.

Section 2 of DR1688 from km 4.68 to km 15.18 will be rehabilitated to a Class 4 road with 2 x 3.4m surfaced lanes and 2 x 0.9m gravel shoulders using. 

Section 3 of DR1688 from km 15.18 to km 43.07 will be rehabilitated to a Class 4 road with 2 x 3.4m surfaced lanes and 2x 0.9 gravel shoulders using.

A Minimum design speed of 80km/h

100km/h Maximum speed signage.

DR 1688 will be rehabilitated and minor adjustments will be made to the alignment to provide a roadway with an 80km/h design speed where economically feasible. The existing compacted and degraded road verges/shoulders are large enough for the proposed upgrade and widening without entering the adjacent areas containing some natural vegetation. The upgrade and widening activities of DR1688 will remain within the existing compacted road verges/shoulders. No significant vegetation will be impacted upon.

DR1699

DR 1699 is 1.20 km in length and was identifies to be upgrade from a gravel road to a surfaced standard road. 
Upgrading of  DR1699 will entail:
DR 1699 from km 0.00 to km 1.20 will be upgrade to a Class 4 road with 2 x 3,1m surfaced lanes and 2 x 0.9m gravel shoulders 

A Minimum design speed of 50km/h 

 60km/h Maximum speed signage.

DR 1699 will be upgraded, but very little changes will be made to the alignment and a design speed of 50km/h will be used. The existing compacted road verges/shoulders is large enough for the proposed upgrade without entering the adjacent areas which contain natural vegetation. The upgrade and widening activities of DR1699 will remain within the existing compacted/degraded road verges/shoulders.

Bridges

These four bridges are all in a fair condition and they only require localised repairs and maintenance. A noted concern is the width of the bridges which varies between 6.0m and 5.4m wide. Although it poses a safety concern it is felt the widening of the bridges in not critical due to the nature of, and the limited traffic on the road. However, the widening of the roadway will necessitate the erection of warning signs on all approaches, to inform travellers of the narrow crossings.
Culverts

The majority of these culvers is in a poor condition and has been modified over the years. They therefore do not comply with the Department Transport and Public Works’(DTPW) minimum standards and some are even being used as service ducts. It is therefore proposed that all the relevant culverts be repaired and if necessary upgrade to comply with the DTPW’s minimum standards. It is envisaged that the culvers that are extended with Armco sheeting be repaired with concrete extensions.

This letters serves to inform you that the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning has granted Environmental Authorization for the above mentioned project. 
The reasons for authorization are summarized in the Environmental Authorization herewith attached. 
Should you as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) not agree with the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning’s Authorization herewith attached, and would like to lodge an appeal, the appeal procedure in terms of Chapter 7 of the Environmental Impact Regulations published in Government Notice R543 in Government Gazette No. 33306 of 18 June 2010, under Section 24(5) of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), as amended, needs to be followed. 
Should you wish to appeal, a notice of intention to appeal must be lodged with the Minister within 20 days of receiving this notice (letter). The Notice of Intent to Appeal form as well as the Appeal Form is obtainable from the minister’s office at Tel: (021) 483 3721, e-mail: jaap.devilliers@westerncape.gov.za or URL http:/www.capegateway.gov.za/eadp:
The person lodging the appeal must submit their appeal within 30 days of lodging of their notice of intention to appeal, by means of one of the following:
	· By Post:
	Western Cape Ministry of Local Government, Environment Affairs and Development Planning

Private Bag X9186

Cape Town

8000

	· By Facsimile:
	(021) 483 4174; or

	· By Hand:
	For Attention: Mr. Jaap de Villiers

Room 305A
3rd Floor Leeusig Building (Entrance Utilitas Building)
1 Dorp Street
Cape Town

8001


It should be noted that should you wish to lodge an appeal, you as the appellant must serve on the applicant (Department of Transport & Public Works) a copy of the notice of intention to appeal as well as a notice indicating where and for what period the appeal submission will be available for inspection by the applicant.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any additional information.
Yours sincerely
Christoff Dippenaar
For GNEC
	45 Fabriekstraat
Paarl
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