
Appendix E17 – Correspondence with Organs of State: 

DESTEA (Provincial) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Please note:   

 

Proof of correspondence with the Organ of State included in Appendix F2 (Public 

Participation Proof) i.e. postage stamped I&AP list, as well as a copy of the cover letter 

which was posted to the Organ of State which indicated written notice of the inclusion 

of an electronic (cd) copy of the draft BAR (DBAR) for comment and the DBAR’s 

availability on EnviroAfrica’s public website for viewing and/or download. 

Emails were sent to all Organs of State where email addresses were available, as per 

Appendix F1 (Supporting Documents).  However, the respective Department did not 

have an email address readily available (only postal contact details). 

No comment received from the respective Department to date.  Should a late comment 

be received before a decision is reached regarding authorisation of the proposed 

development, it will be forwarded to the relevant case officer for consideration. 









VENTURA RENEWABLE ENERGY (PTY) LTD           ENVIROAFRICA CC 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  
PRE-APPLICATION PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

 

  PROPOSED VISSERSPAN SOLAR PV FACILITY PROJECT 1 
 

(on Farm Visserspan No. 40, near Dealesville, Tokologo Local Municipality, Free State Province) 
Department of Environmental Affairs Reference Number:  To be provided 

 

Notice is hereby given of the pre-application public participation process in terms of the National Environmental Management 
Act, No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA) and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations (2014), as well as the National 
Water Act, No. 36 of 1998 (NWA). 

 

Relevant Act/Notice and Activity No. 
To be 

Included in 
Application 

Description in Legislation 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1 
of 2014 (GN. R. 327),  
Activity No. 12(xii)(c) 

Possibly 
Development of infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of 100m2 or 
more where such development occurs if no development setback exists, within 
32m of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse. 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 2 
of 2014 (GN. R. 325), Activity No. 1 

Yes 
Development of facilities or infrastructure for the generation of electricity from a 
renewable resource where the electricity output is 20 megawatts (MW) or more 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 2 
of 2014 (GN. R. 325), Activity No. 15 

Yes Clearance of an area of 20ha or more of indigenous vegetation 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 3 
of 2014 (GN. R. 324), Activity No. 2 

Possibly 
Development of reservoirs, excluding dams, with a capacity of more than 250 
cubic metres. 

NWA, Section 21(a) Possibly Taking water from a water resource 

NWA, Section 21(b) Possibly Storing water 

NWA, Section 21(c) Possibly Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a watercourse 

NWA, Section 21(i) Possibly Altering the bed, banks or characteristics of a watercourse 

 
EnviroAfrica CC has been appointed by Ventura Renewable Energy (Pty) Ltd, to undertake the EIA application process for the 
above proposed project.  As part of the application for an environmental authorisation, a basic assessment report (BAR) is 
required since, although it is for a large scale solar photovoltaic (PV) facility capable of generating of more than 20MW but less 
than 100MW of electricity, the proposed development falls within renewable energy development zone 5 and  therefore, GN. 
350 of 2017 applies.   
 
Project Location and Description: 
The proposed development site is located at 28°35'33.46"S, 25°43'21.04"E (estimated central point), on the Farm Visserspan 
No. 40, approximately 10km northwest of Dealesville and 68km northwest of Bloemfontein, in the Free State Province.  The 
proposed development is a solar photovoltaic (PV) array covering an area of around 218ha, circumscribed with a perimeter 
fire access road and fence. The PV tables will be raised approximately 500mm above ground level and will have single axis 
tracking systems allowing the generation of not more than 100MW of alternating current.  Proposed associated infrastructure 
includes a fenced construction staging area, maintenance shed/s, inverter-transformer stations on concrete pads and office 
buildings all within the 218ha proposed development site footprint, as well as a switch panel and an overhead powerline from 
the PV array for connection to the power grid, at Eskom’s Perseus substation, south of the proposed development site. 
 
Description of Alternatives: 
Due to proximity to the Eskom substation, consent use of land and other renewable energy developments/proposed 
developments, alternative sites do not exist.  However, alternative options which include inter alia alternative PV technology, 
layout options and the option of not proceeding with the proposed development at all (the No-Go option) are considered within 
the Draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR).  The DBAR will include specialist reports and will undergo a further round of public 
participation. 
 
Public Participation: 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are hereby invited to register (in writing) and/or provide initial comments, queries, 
concerns or opportunities relating to this proposed project, on or before 15 December 2019 for environmental/NEMA issues 
and on or before 04 February 2020 for water/NWA related issues.  
 
To register as an I&AP or for more information contact EnviroAfrica at: 
EnviroAfrica (Visserspan Solar PV No. 1) 
P.O. Box 5367, HELDERBERG, 7135 
Fax: 086 512 0154 
Tel.: 021 8511616 
E-mail: admin@enviroafrica.co.za 
 
Please inform and encourage any other I&APs that you feel may be interested in the proposed development, to 
register.  Future correspondence will be sent to registered I&APs. 

mailto:admin@enviroafrica.co.za


 

  
  

 

 



VENTURA RENEWABLE ENERGY (PTY) LTD           ENVIROAFRICA CC 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  
PRE-APPLICATION PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

 

  PROPOSED VISSERSPAN SOLAR PV FACILITY PROJECT 2 
 

(on Farm Visserspan No. 40, near Dealesville, Tokologo Local Municipality, Free State Province) 
Department of Environmental Affairs Reference Number:  To be provided 

 

Notice is hereby given of the pre-application public participation process in terms of the National Environmental Management 
Act, No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA) and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations (2014), as well as the National 
Water Act, No. 36 of 1998 (NWA). 

 

Relevant Act/Notice and Activity No. 
To be 

Included in 
Application 

Description in Legislation 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1 
of 2014 (GN. R. 327),  
Activity No. 12(xii)(c) 

Possibly 
Development of infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of 100m2 or 
more where such development occurs if no development setback exists, within 
32m of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse. 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 2 
of 2014 (GN. R. 325), Activity No. 1 

Yes 
Development of facilities or infrastructure for the generation of electricity from a 
renewable resource where the electricity output is 20 megawatts (MW) or more 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 2 
of 2014 (GN. R. 325), Activity No. 15 

Yes Clearance of an area of 20ha or more of indigenous vegetation 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 3 
of 2014 (GN. R. 324), Activity No. 2 

Possibly 
Development of reservoirs, excluding dams, with a capacity of more than 250 
cubic metres. 

NWA, Section 21(a) Possibly Taking water from a water resource 

NWA, Section 21(b) Possibly Storing water 

NWA, Section 21(c) Possibly Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a watercourse 

NWA, Section 21(i) Possibly Altering the bed, banks or characteristics of a watercourse 

 
EnviroAfrica CC has been appointed by Ventura Renewable Energy (Pty) Ltd, to undertake the EIA application process for the 
above proposed project.  As part of the application for an environmental authorisation, a basic assessment report (BAR) is 
required since, although it is for a large scale solar photovoltaic (PV) facility capable of generating of more than 20MW but less 
than 100MW of electricity, the proposed development falls within renewable energy development zone 5 and  therefore, GN. 
350 of 2017 applies.   
 
Project Location and Description: 
The proposed development site is located at 28°36'6.13"S, 25°43'48.46"E (estimated central point), on the Farm Visserspan 
No. 40, approximately 10km northwest of Dealesville and 68km northwest of Bloemfontein, in the Free State Province.  The 
proposed development is a solar photovoltaic (PV) array covering an area of around 223ha, circumscribed with a perimeter 
fire access road and fence. The PV tables will be raised approximately 500mm above ground level and will have single axis 
tracking systems allowing the generation of not more than 100MW of alternating current.  Proposed associated infrastructure 
includes a fenced construction staging area, maintenance shed/s, inverter-transformer stations on concrete pads and office 
buildings all within the 223ha development site footprint, as well as a switch panel and an overhead powerline from the PV 
array for connection to the power grid, at Eskom’s Perseus substation, south of the proposed development site. 
 
Description of Alternatives: 
Due to proximity to the Eskom substation, consent use of land and other renewable energy developments/proposed 
developments, alternative sites do not exist.  However, alternative options which include inter alia alternative PV technology, 
layout options and the option of not proceeding with the proposed development at all (the No-Go option) are considered within 
the Draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR).  The DBAR will include specialist reports and will undergo a further round of public 
participation. 
 
Public Participation: 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are hereby invited to register (in writing) and/or provide initial comments, queries, 
concerns or opportunities relating to this proposed project, on or before 15 December 2019 for environmental/NEMA issues 
and on or before 04 February 2020 for water/NWA related issues.  
 
To register as an I&AP or for more information contact EnviroAfrica at: 
EnviroAfrica (Visserspan Solar PV No. 2) 
P.O. Box 5367, HELDERBERG, 7135 
Fax: 086 512 0154 
Tel.: 021 8511616 
E-mail: admin@enviroafrica.co.za 
 
Please inform and encourage any other I&APs that you feel may be interested in the proposed development, to 
register.  Future correspondence will be sent to registered I&APs. 
 

mailto:admin@enviroafrica.co.za


 

  
  

 

 



VENTURA RENEWABLE ENERGY (PTY) LTD         ENVIROAFRICA CC 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  
PRE-APPLICATION PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

 

  PROPOSED VISSERSPAN SOLAR PV FACILITY PROJECT 3 
 

(on Farm Visserspan No. 40, near Dealesville, Tokologo Local Municipality, Free State Province) 
Department of Environmental Affairs Reference Number:  To be provided 

 

Notice is hereby given of the pre-application public participation process in terms of the National Environmental Management 
Act, No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA) and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations (2014), as well as the National 
Water Act, No. 36 of 1998 (NWA). 

 

Relevant Act/Notice and Activity No. 
To be 

Included in 
Application 

Description in Legislation 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1 
of 2014 (GN. R. 327),  
Activity No. 12(xii)(c) 

Possibly 
Development of infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of 100m2 or 
more where such development occurs if no development setback exists, within 
32m of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse. 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 2 
of 2014 (GN. R. 325), Activity No. 1 

Yes 
Development of facilities or infrastructure for the generation of electricity from a 
renewable resource where the electricity output is 20 megawatts (MW) or more 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 2 
of 2014 (GN. R. 325), Activity No. 15 

Yes Clearance of an area of 20ha or more of indigenous vegetation 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 3 
of 2014 (GN. R. 324), Activity No. 2 

Possibly 
Development of reservoirs, excluding dams, with a capacity of more than 250 
cubic metres. 

NWA, Section 21(a) Possibly Taking water from a water resource 

NWA, Section 21(b) Possibly Storing water 

NWA, Section 21(c) Possibly Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a watercourse 

NWA, Section 21(i) Possibly Altering the bed, banks or characteristics of a watercourse 

 
EnviroAfrica CC has been appointed by Ventura Renewable Energy (Pty) Ltd, to undertake the EIA application process for the 
above proposed project.  As part of the application for an environmental authorisation, a basic assessment report (BAR) is 
required since, although it is for a large scale solar photovoltaic (PV) facility capable of generating of more than 20MW but less 
than 100MW of electricity, the proposed development falls within renewable energy development zone 5 and  therefore, GN. 
350 of 2017 applies.   
 
Project Location and Description: 
The proposed development site is located at 28°35'18.93"S, 25°44'30.53"E (estimated central point), on the Farm Visserspan 
No. 40, approximately 10km northwest of Dealesville and 68km northwest of Bloemfontein, in the Free State Province.  The 
proposed development is a solar photovoltaic (PV) array covering an area of around 213ha, circumscribed with a perimeter 
fire access road and fence. The PV tables will be raised approximately 500mm above ground level and will have single axis 
tracking systems allowing the generation of not more than 100MW of alternating current.  Proposed associated infrastructure 
includes a fenced construction staging area, maintenance shed/s, inverter-transformer stations on concrete pads and office 
buildings all within the 213ha proposed development site footprint, as well as a switch panel and an overhead powerline from 
the PV array for connection to the power grid, at Eskom’s Perseus substation, south of the proposed development site. 
 
Description of Alternatives: 
Due to proximity to the Eskom substation, consent use of land and other renewable energy developments/proposed 
developments, alternative sites do not exist.  However, alternative options which include inter alia alternative PV technology, 
layout options and the option of not proceeding with the proposed development at all (the No-Go option) are considered within 
the Draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR).  The DBAR will include specialist reports and will undergo a further round of public 
participation. 
 
Public Participation: 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are hereby invited to register (in writing) and/or provide initial comments, queries, 
concerns or opportunities relating to this proposed project, on or before 15 December 2019 for environmental/NEMA 
issues and on or before 04 February 2020 for water/NWA related issues.  
 
To register as an I&AP or for more information contact EnviroAfrica at: 
EnviroAfrica (Visserspan Solar PV No. 3) 
P.O. Box 5367, HELDERBERG, 7135 
Fax: 086 512 0154 
Tel.: 021 8511616 
E-mail: admin@enviroafrica.co.za 
 
Please note that future correspondence will only be sent to registered I&APs.  

mailto:admin@enviroafrica.co.za


 

  
  

 

 



VENTURA RENEWABLE ENERGY (PTY) LTD                   ENVIROAFRICA CC 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  
PRE-APPLICATION PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

 

  PROPOSED VISSERSPAN SOLAR PV FACILITY PROJECT 4 

(on Farm Visserspan No. 40, near Dealesville, Tokologo Local Municipality, Free State Province) 
Department of Environmental Affairs Reference Number:  To be provided 

 

Notice is hereby given of the pre-application public participation process in terms of the National Environmental Management 
Act, No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA) and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations (2014), as well as the National 
Water Act, No. 36 of 1998 (NWA). 

 

Relevant Act/Notice and Activity No. 
To be 

Included in 
Application 

Description in Legislation 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 1 
of 2014 (GN. R. 327),  
Activity No. 12(xii)(c) 

Possibly 
Development of infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of 100m2 or 
more where such development occurs if no development setback exists, within 
32m of a watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse. 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 2 
of 2014 (GN. R. 325), Activity No. 1 

Yes 
Development of facilities or infrastructure for the generation of electricity from a 
renewable resource where the electricity output is 20 megawatts (MW) or more 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 2 
of 2014 (GN. R. 325), Activity No. 15 

Yes Clearance of an area of 20ha or more of indigenous vegetation 

NEMA, EIA Regulations Listing Notice 3 
of 2014 (GN. R. 324), Activity No. 2 

Possibly 
Development of reservoirs, excluding dams, with a capacity of more than 250 
cubic metres. 

NWA, Section 21(a) Possibly Taking water from a water resource 

NWA, Section 21(b) Possibly Storing water 

NWA, Section 21(c) Possibly Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a watercourse 

NWA, Section 21(i) Possibly Altering the bed, banks or characteristics of a watercourse 

 

EnviroAfrica CC has been appointed by Ventura Renewable Energy (Pty) Ltd, to undertake the EIA application process for the 

above proposed project.  As part of the application for an environmental authorisation, a basic assessment report (BAR) is 

required since, although it is for a large scale solar photovoltaic (PV) facility capable of generating of more than 20MW but less 

than 100MW of electricity, the proposed development falls within renewable energy development zone 5 and  therefore, GN. 

350 of 2017 applies.   

Project Location and Description: 
The proposed development site is located at 28°35'58.80"S, 25°45'6.65"E (estimated central point), on the Farm Visserspan 
No. 40, approximately 10km northwest of Dealesville and 68km northwest of Bloemfontein, in the Free State Province.  The 
proposed development is a solar photovoltaic (PV) array covering an area of around 225ha, circumscribed with a perimeter 
fire access road and fence. The PV tables will be raised approximately 500mm above ground level and will have single axis 
tracking systems allowing the generation of not more than 100MW of alternating current.  Proposed associated infrastructure 
includes a fenced construction staging area, maintenance shed/s, inverter-transformer stations on concrete pads and office 
buildings all within the 225ha proposed development site footprint, as well as a switch panel and an overhead powerline from 
the PV array for connection to the power grid, at Eskom’s Perseus substation, south of the proposed development site.  The 
proposed site falls on either side of an existing dirt road and is denoted as either ‘east’ or ‘west’ of the existing farm road. 
 
Description of Alternatives: 
Due to proximity to the Eskom substation, consent use of land and other renewable energy developments/proposed 

developments, alternative sites do not exist.  However, alternative options which include inter alia alternative PV technology, 

layout options and the option of not proceeding with the proposed development at all (the No-Go option) are considered within 

the Draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR).  The DBAR will include specialist reports and will undergo a further round of public 

participation. 

Public Participation: 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are hereby invited to register (in writing) and/or provide initial comments, queries, 
concerns or opportunities relating to this proposed project, on or before 15 December 2019 for environmental/NEMA issues 
and on or before 04 February 2020 for water/NWA related issues. 
  
To register as an I&AP or for more information contact EnviroAfrica at: 
EnviroAfrica (Visserspan Solar PV No. 4) 
P.O. Box 5367, HELDERBERG, 7135 
Fax: 086 512 0154 Tel.: 021 8511616 
E-mail: admin@enviroafrica.co.za 
 
Please note that future correspondence will only be sent to registered I&APs. 

mailto:admin@enviroafrica.co.za


 

  
  

 

 



1

Vivienne Thomson

From: Vivienne Thomson <vivienne@enviroafrica.co.za>
Sent: 08 September 2020 17:35
To: 'mkhosanag@destea.fs.gov.za'
Subject: FW: Proposed Visserspan Solar PV Facility - Projects 1 to 4
Attachments: Project 1 footprint (218ha).kmz; Project 2 Footprint (223ha).kmz; Project 3 Footprint 

(222ha).kmz; Project 4 (east and west).kmz

Importance: High

Dear Ms. Mkhosana 
 
Early in March 2020 EnviroAfrica posted you information related to the environmental impact assessment process 
for four separate proposed solar PV facilities on the Farm Visserspan No. 40, near Dealesville, Tokologo Local 
Municipality, Free State Province.  The projects fall within Renewable Energy Development Zone 5 (REDZ 5).  The 
four projects are: 
 
Visserspan Solar PV Facility - Project 1 (Ref. No. 14/12/16/3/3/1/2153); 
Visserspan Solar PV Facility - Project 2 (Ref. No. 14/12/16/3/3/1/2154); 
Visserspan Solar PV Facility - Project 3 (Ref. No. 14/12/16/3/3/1/2155); 
Visserspan Solar PV Facility - Project 4 (Ref. No. 14/12/16/3/3/1/2156). 
 
The public participation process for the above projects ran from 09 March 2020 to 19 July 2020, to accommodate 
the legislated timeframes due to the COVID-19 lockdown Directions as received from the national Department of 
Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF).  However, to date, EnviroAfrica has not received comment from your 
office. 
 
Please find attached, kmz files for the four projects, together with the website location of the full basic assessment 
reports and all appendices:  All documents as, originally made available during the public participation process, are 
still relevant and are also still available on EnviroAfrica’s website  at   www.enviroafrica.co.za / projects / current 
(then scroll down to the required project). 
 
Please let me know if you require any other documentation to be able to comment on the above project.  It would 
be appreciated if comment could be given before, or latest on, 08 October 2020, so that I may forward it to the 
DEFF. 
 
Thank you, 
Vivienne Thomson 

 

Environmental Consultant 
EnviroAfrica cc 
p: +27 21 851 1616  m: +27 82 464 2874 
f: +27 86 512 0154 
a: Unit 7, Pastorie Park, Reitz St, Somerset West, 7130 
  P.O. Box 5367, Helderberg, 7135 
w: www.enviroafrica.co.za  e: vivienne@enviroafrica.co.za
 
Please consider the environment and only print this mail if necessary. 
 
 



1

Vivienne Thomson

From: Mail Delivery System <Mailer-Daemon@antispam1-jnb1.host-h.net>
Sent: 08 September 2020 18:09
To: vivienne@enviroafrica.co.za
Subject: Mail delivery failed: returning message to sender
Attachments: details.txt; FW: Proposed Visserspan Solar PV Facility - Projects 1 to 4 (31.3 KB)

This message was created automatically by mail delivery software. 
 
A message that you sent could not be delivered to one or more of its recipients. This is a permanent error. The 
following address(es) failed: 
 
  mkhosanag@destea.fs.gov.za 
    host securemail-mx1.synaq.com [196.35.198.158] 
    SMTP error from remote mail server after RCPT TO:<mkhosanag@destea.fs.gov.za>: 
    550 rejected because recipient verify failed - user not found 


