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National Legislation and Regulations governing this report

CKA& Ada | WaLlJsdnpiledirtérmis oG NetidhEl Bnviroghiental Management Act,
1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), as amended, and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations,
2014.

Appointment of Specialist

David J. McDonald of Bergwind Botanical Surveys & Tours CCpaasegh byEnviroAfrica C@
provide specialist botanal consulting services for tlessessment ahe areafor the proposed
developmentof a solar farnmon the farm VisserspadO, nearDealesvilleFree Statdrovince.

Details of Specialist

DrDavid J. McDonald Pr. Sci. Nat.

Bergwind Botanical Surveys & Tours CC

14A Thomson Road

Claremont

7708

Telephone: 025671-4056

Mobile: 082876-4051

Fax: 086617-3806

e-mail: dave@bergwind.co.za

Professional registration: South African Council for Natuwiginfic Professions No. 400094/06

Expertise

Dr David J. McDonald:

Quialifications: BSc. Hons. (Botany), MSc (Botany) and PhD (Botany)

Botanical ecologist with ovet0&é S| NAQ SELISNASYyOS Ay G(KS FASER
Founded Bergwind Botanical Surveys & Tours CC in 2006

Has conducted ovetOOspecialist botanical / ecological studies.

Has published numerous scientific papers and attended numerous conferences both

nationally and internationally (details available on request)
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Curriculum Vitae, Appendix3
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Independence

The views expressed in the document are the objective, independent views of Dr McDonald and
the study was carried out under the aegis B&rgwind Botanical Surveys and Tours CC. Neither Dr
McDonald nor Bergwind Botanical Surveys and Tours CC have any business, personal, financial or
other interest in the proposed development apart from fair remuneration for the work performed.

Conditions elating to this report

¢tKS O2yiGSyid 2F GKA& NBLR2NI A& olaSR 2y GKS I dziK
well as available information. Bergwind Botanical Surveys & Tours CC, its staff and appointed

associates, reserve the right to modihe report in any way deemed fit should new, relevant or

previously unavailable or undisclosed information become known to the author fregoonmg

research or further work in this field, or pertaining to this investigation

This report must not be alteredr added to without the prior written consent of the author. This
also refers to electronic copies of the report which are supplied for the purposes of inclusion as
part of other reports, including main reports. Similarly, any recommendations, stateroents
conclusions drawn from or based on this report must make reference to this report. If these form
part of a main report relating to this investigation or report, this report must be included in its
entirety as an appendix or separate section to the majort.
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Declaration of independence:

| David Jury McDonald, as the appointed Specialist hereby declare/affirm the correctness of the
information provided or to be provided as part of the application, and that I:

1 interms of thegeneral requirement to be independent:

o other than fair remuneration for work performed in terms of this application, have no
business, financial, personal or other interest in the development proposal or application and
that there are no circumstances thatay compromise my objectivity; or

olY y2i AYRSLISYRSYy(I o6dzi I y20KSNJ aLISOAIf A&l 6
requirements set out in Regulation 13 has been appointed to review my work (Note: a
declaration by the review specialist must figbmitted);

1 in terms of the remainder of the general requirements for a specialist, have throughout this EIA
process met all of the requirements;

1 have disclosed to the applicant, the EAP, the Review EAP (if applicable), the Department and I&APs
all materal information that has or may have the potential to influence the decision of the
Department or the objectivity of any report, plan or document prepared or to be prepared as part
of the application; and

1 am aware that a false declaration is an offenceeimts of Regulation 48 of the EIA Regulations,
2014 (as amended).

N

-

Signature of the specialist:

Bergwind Botanical Surveys & Tours CC

Name of company:

14 February2020

Date:
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1.. F O1 INRPdzyR F'yYyR . NRAST

Bergwind Botanical Surveys & Tours CC was appointBdviyoAfrica C8n behalf ofVentura
RenewableEnergyd (0 KS  W! thludtiektaRé aybitahicampactassessmento determine
the impact of the Visserspan ProjezSolar PV Farmat the farmVisserspadO, near Dealesville

Free Statd’rovince
HP ¢SNlX¥a 2F wSFSNBYyOS

Take cognizance of, and comply with, the substantive content requirements outlined within
Appendix 6 of GN R98as amendedi.e. GN 326)which outlines the legal minimum
requirements forspegalist studies in terms dhe 2014 NEMA EIA Regulatipas amended

Describedlhe local and regional context of the vegetation communities and plant spfecied
within the area of the Visserspan Proj&golar PV Farm

Determine he ecosystem status and conservation value of the vegetation communities,
includingthe whether the potentially affected areas comprise critically endangered or
endangeredecosystem(s) listed in terms &fction 52 of the NEMBA,;

Record ay rare orendangered species encountered or likely to be or have been present;

The presence of and proximity of the proposed site to protected area(s) identified in tdrms
NEMPAA and proximity to a Biosphere Reserve (where relevant) (within, at I@@&maradus
of the site).

Describethe direct, indirect and cumulative botanical impacts (both before and after

mitigation) and an assessment of the significance of the impacts (for the proposed @ogect

b2 D2é FfUGSNYFGADBSO o 2igiblé, LoywaveédiughHighya O £ S 2 F b S
evaluating (a) status of the impact (positive/ negative), (b) extent of the impact (Low /Medium/

High), (c) magnitude of the impact (Low/ Medium/ High), (d) duration of the impact (Low/

Medium/ High) and (e) probability of aaaence of the impacts (Low/ Medium/ High) In

addition, (f) the level of confidence in findings relating to potential impacts, (g) reversibility of

potential impacts (i.e. the degree to which the impact can be reversed, low/medium/high); and

(h) the degredo which the impact may cause irreplaceable loss of resources (Low/ Medium/

High).
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od t N2E2SO0 ! NBI
3.1 Localityand Extent

Farm Visserspa#0, isapproximately 10 km nortthe small town oDealesvillewhich in turn is

68 km west of Bloemfonteiim the Free $ate Province. The entire farie1190 ha in extent
(Figures 2:-3). Importantly, this farm is near the Eskom Perseus Substation, one of the largest
power substations in South Africa, and a suitalderection point for any solar PV plant that
may be built in the area.

TheVisserspan Proje@Solar PV Farm lies in the westemmd southerrpart of Visserspan 40 as
shown in Figur® and is223ha in extent.
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Figure 1.General location o¥isserspan north of Dealesville in the Free State Province
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Figure 2. Topographic maghowing the locatiomnd extent of Visserspan 40. The topography is relativelyMap source: 1: 50 008825 DAElandsfontein and 2825 DB Dealesvillbjef
Directorate: National Gespatial Information)
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Figure3. Aerial image (Google EaK oftvisserspan 40, black boundary, dissected by two main gravel.roads





































































