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PER EMAIL ! MAIL
Dear Mr Janse van Rensburg

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRCNMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, ACT NC. 107 OF 1998, AS AWENDED: FOR THE PROPOSED
DEVELOPMENT OF VISSERSPAN GRID CONNECTION (KEREN ENERGY) LEJWELEPUTSWA DISTRICT
MUNICIPALITY FREE STATE PROVINCE

iWith reference to the shove application, please be advised that the Depariment has decided to grant
authorisation. The Environmental Authorisation {EA) and reasons for the decision are attached herewith.

In terms of Regulation 4{Z} of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amendsd {the EIA
Regulztions), you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in wiiting and within
14 {fourteen) days of the date of the decision as well as the provisions ragarding the submissian of appeals that
are contained in the Regulations.

In terms of the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, Act Mo. 3 of 2000, you are entitlagl to the right to fair,
lawfut and reasonable admiristrative action; and to written reasons for administrative action that affects you
regatively. Further your attention is drawn to the provisichs of the Protection of Personal Information Act, Act
M. 4 of 2013 which stipulate that the Department should conduct fself in a respansibls manner when collacting,
processing, storing and sharing an individual or another entity's persanal infarmation by halding the Departmeant
accauntable shauld the Department abuse or campromiss your personal infarmation in any way.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 2 of National Environmental Management Act, Act Mo, 107 of 1898 Natienal
Appeal Regulations published under Govemment Motice R393 in GCovernment Gazette Mo, 38303 dated {8
December 2014 {National Appeal Regulations, 2014}, which prescribes the appeal procedure to be followed.
kindly include a copy of this document {Mational Appeal Regulations, 2014) with the letter of notification ko
imterested and affected parties in this matter,



Chiof Directorati: Infegrated Environmental Autharsations

Should any person wish to lodge an appeal against this decision, he/she must submit the appeat to the appeal

administrator, and a caopy of the appeal to the applicant, any registered interested and affected party, and any
organ of state with interest in the matter within 20 days from the date that the notification of the decision was

sent fo the registered interested and affected parties by the applicant, ar the date that the netification of the
decision was sent fo the applicant by the Department, whichever is applicable.

Appeals must be submitted in writing in the prescribed form to:

The Cirector; Appeals and Legal Review of this Department at the below mentioned addresses.

By email: appeals@dife.gov.za

By hand: Enviranment House
473 Steve Biko
Arcadia
Pretoria
0083; or

By post: Private Bag X447
Pretoria
0o

Please note that in terms of Saction 43(7) of the Natianal Environmental Management Act, Act Ne. 107 of 1988,
as amended, the lodging of an appeal will suspend the environmental authorisation or any provision or conditicn
attached therelo. In the instance where an appeal is lodged, you may not commenee with the activity until such
time that the appeal is finalised.

To obiain the prescribed appeal form and for guidance on the submission of appeals, please visit the
Department's website at hitps:fwww.environment. gov.zaidocumentsformsiiegal_autharisations or reguest &

copy of the documents at appealsi@dife.gov.za .

Yours faithfully
J at

M= Milicent Solomons

Acting Chief Director: Integrated Envirenmantal Authorisations
Department n} Ferestry, Fisheries and the Environment

| Tourism and Enviranmental ARsirs

Date: sa2)0? 2022,
| e | Ms Wivienne Thommson EnviroAfrica CC B _Email: viviennefenviratrica co.za I
‘ | Ms Grace WMkhosana Economic,Small Business Development, | Emal: MihosanaoGdestes fs. 0ov.za

GAFE Referemos: 14(12AE3731,2401 - = 7
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATICN IN TERMS OF THE NATICNAL EMVIRCNMENTAL MANAGEMERT ACT, ACT NG, 107 OF 1985, AS
AMENDED: =0FR THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT CF VISSERSPANM GRIO COHNECTICN [KEREMN EMERGY) LEIWELEPLITSWA DISTRICT

LIKICIPALITY FREE STATE PROVINGE
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Environmental Authorisation

In terms of Regulation 25 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended

The proposed development of Visserspan grid connection (Keren Energy) Tokalogo Local Municipality
Free State Province

Lejweleputswa Cistrict Municipality

 Authorisation register number: | 14/12/16/3/3/1/2491
Last amended: First issue |
‘ Holder of authorisation; Karen Energy group Holdings (Ply) Ltd |
L ocation of activity: Fram Visserspan Farm No. 40; Mooihoek

Farm No. 1547, Vasfeveld Farm No. 1548;
' Kinderdam Farm No. 1685, Tokologo
L ocal Municipality in Free State Province.

This authorisation does not negate the haolder of the authorisation's responsibility to comply with any othar
statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the activily,



Deparfment of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Enviranmental Authersation Feg. No. 14124 B/52317240

Decision

The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject to compliance with the
conditians of this Enviranmental Authorisation, that the applicant should be autharised to undertake the aclivities

specified helow.

Non-compliance with a condition of this Environmental Authorisation may result in criminal prosecution or other

actions provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, Act Mo. 107 of 1988, as amendsd and the

ElA Regulations, 2014, as ameanded.

Cetails regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers confered on it by the National Environmentat Management Act, Aot No, 107 of 1988, as
amended and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended, the Department hereby

authorizes -

KAREN ENERGY GROUP HOLDINGS (PTY) LTD
fhereafter raferred o as the helder of the authorisation)
with the following contact details —

Mr Comealis Weyers fanse van Renshurg
KAREN ENERGY GROUP HOLRINGS (PTY) LTD
7 Pin Oak

Welgavanden

STELLENBOSCH

7600

Telephane Number;  (D65) 803 8687

Email Address: Weyersiihere nenaergy_.com




Deparfment of Fanestry, Fisheries ard the Envirantent

Enviranmental Authorisatian Reg.

Mo, 1412163751724

to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as "the activity'} indicated in Listing Notice 1, Listing
Motice 2 and Listing Notice 3 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 a3 amendead;

Activity number i |

Activity description

Listing Notice 1, ltem 11: |

“The development of fachities or infrasfruciure forthe |

transmission and distibition of electricy-
{1} oulside urban araas or industrial complaxes witha |

capacity of more thar 33 buf less than 275 kifovolls;

Development and operation-the proposed
development will require electrical supply within
its own facility {Mote: tie-in to national grid will be

done under a separate appllcation).

Listing Notice 1, item 28: ‘
Residential, mixed, retal, commercial, industrial or
instifutional developments whare sush fand was used
for agriculture or afforestalion on or after 01 Aprit 1308
ahd whers such devefoprment.

(if) wilf ocour auiside and urban area, where the tolal
tand to he developed /s higgar than 1 hectare;

Development and operation- the proposed
development will take place on farms used for

agriculture and/or game farming.

Listing Notice 3, ltem 04

Listing Motice 2. [tem 09
The development of faciities or infrastructure for the

fransmission and distribution of electricity with 2
capacity of 275kV or more, outside an urban area or

Indusiriafl complex,

Developmeant and operation; The proposed

develapment is for the development of a Solar
PV facility in REDZ 5 which will not generate ‘
more than 100MW for supply to the national grid.

Listing Notice 2, Item 15: |
The tlearance of an area of 20ba or more of indigencus

vagatalion.

Developrment: The substatian develapment
fontprints and laydown areas will need o be

cleared for construction.

devefopment of a road wider than 4 metres fm) with 2
resenve of less than 13,46m.

h. Free State

if. Qutside Lrban areas:

{es) CBAs as identified in systematic biodivarsity plans

adopted by the competant authority or in bioregional

| plans.

Development and operation; The proposed
development will require internal foads where

roads do not currently exist.




Drepartment of Faresiry, Fishanas and the Environiment
Emvironmental Authorisation Req. Mo, 147 21630012491

Listing Motice 3. ltem 10
The development of faciifies or infrastructure, forthe | Operaticn: The development requires oil

storage, or for the storage and handiing. of a containing transformers. as well as batteries and

associated storage facilities.

dangerous good, where such slorage ooours fn
contaiers with a combined capacity of 30m? or more
hut not exceading 80m?. |
b. Free State
i Quiside urban areas.
{ee) CBAs as identified in systemalic bivdiversity plans
| adopted by the competent authority or i hioregional
pans.
Listing Matice 3, ffem 12
‘ The clearance of an area of 300m3 or more of Develapment: The development footprin will
ingigenous vegetation. need to be cleared for construction.
h. Free State i. Within CBAs identfified in bioregional |
plans;

. - e |
iv. Aregs within & watercourse or welfand; or within

100m from the edge of 4 watercourse ar wetland, ‘

| Listing Notice 3. ltem 14 |

The development of: | Development and aperation: The proposed
| {1} infrastruciure of structures with a physical foofprint | development is for the development of an
af 10m? or mare; averhead power line grid cannection and
whers such daveloprrent aceurs, substations to enabile the Visserspan Solar PY
(el if no development setback exists, within 32m of a Facility in REDZ & i connect, and supply, the
| watercourse, measured fram the edge of & national grid.
wafercourse, |
h. Free State
i. Quiside urban araas:

{ff) CBAs or ecosysiem service areas as identified in
systermatic biodiversity plans adoptad by the competamt
| authority or in bioregiona! plans.




Drepartment of Forastry, Fisheries and the Environment
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as described in the Basic Assessment Report (BAR) dated May 2022 at:

8G 21 Code
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Vissersdam Substation | Latitude Longitude

A 26°36'30.40'S | 25°4448.25'E

B - 28°36'32.22'8 25°44'54. 70'E

C 28°36'40.85'3 25°44'57 R9'E

Y 78°36'42 66"S | 25°44'54.03°E

F1 N N 28°36'40.38"3 25°44'45,00E
Kinderdam Main Transmission Substation [(MTS) Latitude Lengitude

J 28°36'58.83'3 25°48'3.20'E

K 28°36'53.61'S 25°48'5.36'E

L | 28°36'55.69'S 25°4812 60

M 26°36'50.82'S 2574811357 |
N 28°36'59.02"S | 25°48'28.54°E

0 N N 28°37'4.43°S 25°48'18.72'E

P 28°372.16'S 25°40M15.48"E

Q BIIT1IHNS | BUEI0THE
R 28°374.16"S 25°48'10.01"E

S | 28°37°2.40'8 25°482.11'E

OHPL Latitude Longitude

C 78°26'40.85'S 25°44'57 §0°E

b 28°36'44.37"S 25°45'5.18°E

E 28°36'55.40°S 25°4550.35'E

F 28°36'41.46"S 25°45'9 81'E

G - 28°37271°S 25°47'15.91'E

H o | 28°38'51.93°5 | 25°4725.98'E

| - | 26°35'59.63'S 25°47'59.(4'E




Depariment of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
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J 26°36'58.83'S 25°48'3.20°E
S 28737240°S 25°482.11"E
T - | 28°26'54.70°S 25°47'26.65'E

o (BATSETS | B54PMTOTE

v 28°3643.74'S 25°4810.56E

| 28°36'57.64'S 25°45'50.78°E
X | 28°36'45.68'3 25°452.12'E

| 28736'42.66'S | 25°44'54 G3'E

- for the proposed development of Visserspan grid connaction (Keren Energy) Lejweleputswa District
Municiwality Free State Provines, hereafter referred to as "the property’

The proposed canstruction will comprise the fallowing:
= A high voltage OPLs strung on a single row of steel monapales ar steel lattice pylons

= A collecter substation to collect power evacuated from the four Visserspan Solar PY facilities together with &

switching station to step-up the evacuated electricity’s low'medium voltage o HY.
= A main transmission substation (MTS).

Conditions of this Environmental Authorisation

Scope of autharisation

1. The proposed overhead powerding altermative moving from west o east fram Visserspan substation and
connacting, via Kinderdam MTS, to the 400kV Eskom Owverheard Powerling which traverses Kindesdam
Farm No. 1685. (Keren Energy) Lejweleputswa District Municipality Free State Province, the Vissersdam
substation and the Kinderdam main transmission substation (MT3) is approved as per the geographic
ceordinates cited in the table above.

2. Autharisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contained in this Environmental Authorisation, which
form part of the Environmental Authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation.

3. The holder of the authorisation is respansible for ensuring cornpliance with the conditions contained in this
Environmental Autharisatian. This includes any person acting an the holder's behalf, including but not imited
to, an agent, servant, contracter, sub-contractor, employee, consultant or persan rendering & service to the

halder of the authorisation.
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The activities autharised may only be carried out at the property as described abave.

Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description sef out in this Environmental Authorisation must
be approved, in wiiting, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be effected. In assessing
whether to grant such approval or not, the Department may request such information as it deems necassary
to evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes ar deviations and # may be necessary for the
halder of the authorisation to apply for further Environmental Autharisation in tenms of the regulations.

The holder of an Environmental Authorisation must apply for an amendment of the Enviranmental
Authorisation with the Competent Authority for any alienation, transfer ar change of ownership rights in the
property on which the activity is to take place.

This activity must commence within a period of ten (10) years from the date of issue of this Environmental
Autharisation. If commencerment of the activity does not occur within that perod, the authorisation lapses
and & new application for Environmental Authorsation must be made in order for the activity to be
undertaken.

Construction must be completed within five (03] years of the commencement of the activity on site.

Hatification of authorisation and right ta appeal

10

The holder of the authorisation must notify every registered interested and affected party, in writing and

within 14 [fourteen) calendar days of the date of this Envirgnmental Authorigation, of the decision o

authonise the activity.

The notification referred fo must—

1001, specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

10.2. inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in the Naticnal Appeal
Requlatians, 2014:

10.3. advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be fumished on request;
and

10.4. give the reazons of the Competent Authority for the decision,

Commencement of the activity

11.

The authorised activity shall nat commence until the period for the submission of appeals has lapsed as
per the National Appeal Regulations, 2014, and no appeal has been lodged against the decision. In tenms
of Section 43{7}, an appeal under Section 43 of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No.
107 of 1998, as amended will suspend the Environmental Authorisation or any provision or condition




Dapartment of Forastry, Fisheries and the Envirnment
Envimnmental Authorisation Reg. Ma. 1411 21530312431

attached thareto. In the instance where an appeal is lodged you may not commence with the activity until

such time that the appeal has been finalised.

Management of the activity

12.  The Generic Environmental Management Programmes (EMPrs) submitted as part of the BAR are
approved.

13, The site layout plans as attached as Appendix B (Site maps} of the BAR dated May 2022 is approved,

14,  The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) submitted as part of the BAR dated May 2022 is
approved and must he implemented and adhered to.

15.  The EMPr must be implemented and strictly enforced during afl phases of the project. [t shall be seen as
a dynamic document and shall be included in all contract documentation for all phases of the development
when approved.

16. Changes to the approved EMPr must be submitted in accordance ‘o the ElA Regulations applicable at
the time.

7. The Department reserves the right to amend the approved EMPr should any impacts that were not

anticipated or covered in the ELAr be discovered.

Frequency and process of updating the EMPr

8.

18.

20,

21,

The EMPr must be updated where the findings of the environmental audit reports, contemplated in
Condition 28 below indicate insufficient mitigation ‘of emviranmental impacts associated with the
undertaking of the activity, or insufficient levels of compliance with the environmental aukhorisation or
EMPr.

The updated EMPr must contain recommendations to rectify the shorticomings identified in the
envirgnmental audit report.

The updated EMPr must be submitted to the Department for approval together with the environmental
audit repart, as per Regulation 34 of the EIA Regufations, 2014 as amended. The updated EMPr musst
have been subjected to a public participation process, which process has been agreed to by the
Department, prior to submigsion of the updated EMPr to the Department for approval,

In assessing whether to grant approval of an EMPr which has been updated as a result of an audit, the
Department will consider the processes prescribed in Regulation 35 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as
amended. Prior to approving an amended EMPr, the Department may request such amendments to the
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22.

EMPr as it deems appropriate fo ensure that the EMPr sufficiently provides for avoidance, management
and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity.

The holder of the autharisation must apply for an amendment of an EMPr, if such amendment is required
before an audit is required. The amendment process is prescribed in Regulation 37 of the EIA Regulations,
20714, as amented. The holder of the authorisation must request comments on the proposed amendments
to the impact management autcomes of the EMPr or amendments to the closure objectives of the closure
plan from potzntially interested and affected parties, including the competent authority, by using any of
the methods provided for in the Act for a period of at least 30 days.

Monitaring

23.

The holder of the authorisation must appoint an experienced Environmental Control Officer (ECO} for the

construction phase of the development that will have the responsibilty to ensure that the

mitigation/rehabilitation measures and recommendations refermed & in this environmental authorisation are

implemented and o ensure compliance with the provisions of the approved EMPr.

231.  The ECO must be appointed hefore commencement of any authorised activities.

232 Once appointed, the name and comtact details of the ECO must be submitted to the
Director: Compfiance Moriforing of the Deparfment.

23.3.  The ECO must keep record of all activities on site, problems identified, transgressions noted and a
fask schedute of tasks undertaken by the ECO.

234. The ECO must remain emplayed until all rehabilitation measures, as required for implementation
due to construction damage, are completed and the site is ready for operation.

Recording and reporting to the Department

24.

235,

All documentation € g. auditmonitaringfcompliance reports and notifications, required to be submitted ko
the Department in terms of this environmental authorisation, must he submitted to the
Diractor; Compfiance Manitoring of the Department.

The holder of the environmental authorisation must, for the peried during which the environmental
authorisation and EMPr remain valid, ensure that praject compliance with the condiions of the
environmental authorisation and the EMPr are audited, and fhat the audit reports are submitted to the

Director: Compfiance Monftoring of the Department.




Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Enviranment
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28. The frequency of auditing and of submission of the environmental audit reports must be as per the

frequency indicated in the EMPr, taking into account the processes for such auditing as prescrabed in

Regutation 34 of the EIA Regulstions, 2014 as amended.

27.  Ths holder of the authorisation must, in addition, submit environmental audit reports to the Department
within 30 days of completion of the construction phase (i.e. within 30 days of sitke handover} and a final
enviranmantal audit report within 30 days of completion of rehabifitation activities.

28.  The environmental audit reports must be cornpiled in acoordance with Appendix 7 of the EIA Regulations,
2014 as amended and must indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the outcome of the
audit in terms of compliance with the environmental autharisation conditions as well as the requirements

of the approved EMFr,
29, Records relating to manitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available for inspection to any

relevant and competent authonly in respect of this development.

Notlflcation to authorities

30. A written notification of commencement must be given to the Department na fater than fourtgan {14) days
prior t0 the commencement of the activity. The notice must include a date on which it is anticipated that the

activity will commenee, as weill as a reference number,

{Operation of the activity

3. Awritten notification of aperation must be given to the Departmant no later than fourtesn {14} days prior ko

the commencement of the activity operational phase.

Site ¢closure and decommissioning

32. Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the hotder of the authorisation must undertake the
required actions as prescribed by legisiation at the time and comply with all relevant legal requirements

administered by any relevant and Competent Autharity at that time.

Specific cenditions
33. Prior to construction, an avifaunal specialist must walk through the proposed development and inspect the

area to identify Red List species that may be breeding within the project footprint to ensure that the impacts

to breeding species {if any} are adequalely managed.

106
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34.
3

36.

37

38,
39,

40,

41.

42,

43,

The instaflation of bird flight diverters as per sensitivity maps and avifaunal specialist report fs required.
Should fossil remains such as bones, teeth, shells or petrified wood be discovered before .or during the
construction phase, these should be safeguarded (preferably in sifl) and the ECO should aler the South
African Heritage Resources Agency, SAHRA {Cantact details: SAHRA, 111 Hamington Street, Cape Taown.
PO Box 4637, Cape Town 8000, South Africa. Phone: +27 {0121 462 4502, Faxc +27 {0)21 462 4509. Web:
www.sahra.org.za).

Anti-collision devices such as bird flappers must be installed where powerlines cross avifaunal comidors, as
recommendad by the Ecclogical specialist. The input of an avifaunal specialist must be obtained for the
fitting of the anti-collision devices onto specific sections of the line once the exact pasitions of the towers
have been surveyed and pegged.

& permit must be obtained from the relevant nature conservation agency for the removal or destruction of
indigencus, protected or endangered plant or animal species and a copy of such pemmitis must be submitted
to the Department for record keeping. Copies of the permit’s must be incfuded in the final EMPr to be
submitted to this Department for approvat before commencement of construction agtivities.

No exctic plants may be used for rehabilitation purposes. Cnly indigenous plants of the area may be ulilised.
The holder of the authorisation is required ta inform the Department of Small Business Development,
Tourism and Envirpnmental Affairs (DESTEA), Department of Agriculture, Foresiry and Fisheries (DAFF)
and this Department should the removal of protected species, medicinal plants and “data deficient” plant
species be requirad,

Vegetation clearing must be kept to an absolule minimum. Mitigation measures as specified in the Spacialist
Studies / BAR dated May 2022 must be implemented to reduce the risk of erosian and the nvasion of alien
species.

Construction must include design measures that aliow surface and subsurface movement of water along
drainage lines 50 as not to impede natural surface and subsurface flows, Drainage measures must promote
the dizgipation of storm water nun-off.

An integrated waste management approach must be implemented that is based on waste minimisation and
must incarporate reduction, recyeling, re-use and disposal where apprapriate.  Any solid waste must be
disposed of at a landfill licensed in terms of Section 20 (b) of the National Environment Management Waste
Act, 2008 (Act No.5B of 2008},

Waste, which is not authorisad for disposal on site as part of the approved development, must be dealt with
according to relevant legislaticn or the Department's poficies and practices.

. The tokler of Environmental Authorisatian must prevent the pocumence of nuisance conditions or health

hazars.

11
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Genaral

45. A copy of this Environmental Authorisation, the audit and compliance monitaring reports, and the approved
EMPr, must be made available for inspection and copying-

451, at the site of the autharised activity,

45.2. to anyone on request; and

45.3. where the holder of the Environmental Authorisation has a website, on such publicly accessible website.

48. National govemment, provincial government, local authorities or committees appointed in terms of the
conditions of this autharisation or any ather public authority shall not be held responsible for any damages
or losses suffered by the holder of the authorisation or histher sucoessar in tile in any instance where
construction or operation subsequent to construction be temporarily or permanently stopped for reasons of
nor-compliance by the holder of the authorisation with the conditions of authorisation as set out in this

document or any other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of guthorisation.

Date of Environmental Authorisation: _-""7‘{“'7) e

ﬁ\,_-.:.,dn._m—ﬁ ,

Acting Chief Diractar: Integrated Environmental Authotisations

Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment

12
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1.

Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

Informatien considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Department tock, infer afia, the Tollowing into consideration -

a)
b)

The listed activities as applied for in the application form received on 25 February 2022,
The information contained in the BAR dated May 2022,
The commehts received from SAHRA Eskom, SENTEC, CAA, SKA, Birdife south Africa, DESTEA,
DALRRD, DHSW&S and interested and affected parties as included in the BAR dated May 2022,
Mitigation measures as proposed in the BAR and the EMPr.
The information contained in the specialist studies contained within the appendices of the BAR dated May
2022 and as appears below:
Tide ) Prepared by | Date
Batanical / Biodiversity 'Eler?;wind Botanical Surveys & Tours CC. 11 Aprit 2022
" Avifaunal Impart Assessment Chtis van Rooyen Gonsulting SeptemheTE{}T
Eﬁhwéter Impact Assessment | Watsun Afiica T hugust202
| Heritage - Archaeological Agency for Cultural Resource Management | September 2021
' Visual Assessment 5.C. Lategan 20 January 2021
' %oil, Land Use and Agricultural TerraSoail Science 25 September

Patential | 2021

13
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2.

Key factors considered in making the dacisian

All information presented to the Depariment was taken into account in the Department's cansideration of the

application. A summary of the issues which, in the Departiment's view, were of the most sigrificance is set out

below.

a)
b}

The findings of alf the specialist studies conducted and their recommended mitigation measures.

The need for the proposed project stems from the provision of electricity fo the nationa grid.

The BAR dated May 2022 identified all logislation and guidelines that have been considered in the
preparaticn of the BAR

The location of the proposed wind energy facility.

The methadology used in assessing the potential impacts identifisd in the BAR dated May 2022 and the
speciaiist studies have been adequately indicated.

A sufficient public participation process was undertaken and the applicant has satisfied the minimum
requirements as prescribed in the BAR Regqulstions, 2014 as amendad for public involvement,

Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Depariment made the following findings -

The identification and assessment of impacts are detaifed in the BAR dated May 2022 and sufficient
assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed.

The procedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-making procass.

The infarmation contained in the BAR dated May 2022 is deemed to be accurate and credible,

The proposed mitigation of impacts identified and assessed adequalely curiails the identified impacts.
EMPr measures for the pre<construction, construction and rehabilitation phases of the development were
propesed and included in the BAR and will be implemented to manage the identified environmental

impacts during the construction phase.

In view of the ahave, the Department is satisfiad that, subject to compliance with the canditions cantained in the
environmentat authorsation, the authorised activities wilk not conflict with the general objeciives of integrated
envirpnmental managemant |aid down in Chapter 5 of the Mational Environmental Management Act, 1896 and

that any potentially detrimental environmental impacts resulting from the authorised activities can be mitigated

to acceptable levels. The enviranmental authorisation is accordingly granted.
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e & the envirgnment

W43, Podogty, Fahaies und the Enviroroment
N EOURLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
Privrm Bag W4T FRETORM D00 Esrvimarprd Heowws - 475 Btave Bko Rotd, Alcsdle PRETORLA

Tebj+27 52 } 388 OO0
Anezirien: Devinsgte Bandenan Talzatons: 012 368 9307 E-madl:

Ms. Mlicent Solamons
Diractor. Pricrffized Infrastructure Projeis

Dear Mrs Sclomons

APPCINTMEKT AS ACTING CRIEF DIRECTOR: INTEGRATED EHVIRONMERTAL AUTHORIZATIONS
FOR THE PERIOD GF 25 APRIL 2022 UNTI 31 COTOBER 2022

! hemwby inform you Hhat | heve decided to sppoint you as the Acting Chisf Director: Inteprated
Environments! Autharizations for the period of 25 April fo 31 Qglober 2022 whilst Mr Sabslo Malazz Is
fulfiling his temporary resssignment functien at the Forestry Branch,

Al tha corespondence and other documents that ate usually signed by the Thief Director: Integratesi
Ervironmantal Avihorizations must ke signed unger Acling Chief Diteclor imegrated Environments:
Aushorizaticns during the above-mentionad periad.

-Your sppointment in the abave acting poaition remalns subject % the provialons of the Pubile Service Act,
1884 (Prociamstion No, 103 of 1894}, as amended, he Goverment Employses Penslon Fund Act, 1956
(Prochrnation No. 21 of 1986), ihe reguiations promulgated undsr lhese Atls and relevant choutars.

In the exscution of your duties and the exercising of tha powens delegated to you, you wiE furthermore be
aubjacied io the provisions of the Public Financa Management Act compfianca with the Promoton af
Acoess 1o information At Promatien of Administaiive Jusiics Act, the Mintmum information Security
Siandard, Departmental Poficies and ather applicable legisiationa with the Repubhic of South Africa, You ere
thersfora advised 1o rmake yournelf fambiar with the proviaihs of these fegiskations and polcies and Lhe
emeridments thereat, (Coples of Dapartmentat policles can ba obieived from K Hutan Regource Offics).

Piaass eccont my hearifett grabifuds for all your assistance en behak of the department.

Yours sinaerely ACKNONLEDGEMERT

| ACCEPT | BE—ROY--ASEERT
appoiniment &8 Acling  Chief
Direatqn !nhgmtad Envirgnmenial

Vs Tvinagle Bencomith
Bepuly Director-Goneral: RCSM (Regulatory Compliancs and

Sootor Monioring),  Authorizstions
Bae Do #l‘c ] aca s Eur‘aﬂﬁ#lp-_-n?i,
Date:
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