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PROPOSED BRIDGE AND GRAVEL ROAD UPGRADE ON 
PORTION 3 OF FARM VISGAT 207, AND PORTION 2 OF 

FARM 304, WITZENBERG VALLEY, WITZENBERG 
MUNICIPALITY  

DECLARATION OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

I ___________________________ 

 

Representing:  ___________________________________ 

 

Declare that the conditions of the EMP were brought to my attention and that I have read and understood 
the contents of this Environmental Management Plan as prepared by EnviroAfrica, of which a copy has been 
made available to me.  

 

Site: ___________________________________ 

 

Date:  ___________________ 

 

 

I also declare that I understand my responsibility in terms of enforcing and implementing the Environmental 
Specifications as set out in this Environmental Management Programme. 

 

I also undertake to inform all persons under my supervision of these specifications and the contents of the 
Environmental Management Programme. 

 

Signed:  _______________________________ 

 

Place:  ________________________________ 

 

Date:  _________________________________ 

 

Witness 1:  _____________________________ 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The main purpose of this Environmental Management Programme (EMP) is to prevent avoidable damage 
and/or minimise or mitigate unavoidable environmental damage associated with any construction, 
maintenance, or demolition work where there is a risk of environmental damage and to enhance positive 
benefits of the project. 

The EMP forms part of the contractual obligations to which all contractors/employees involved in 
construction, maintenance, or demolition work must be committed.  It serves as a guideline and baseline 
information document for the construction and operational of the proposed project and aims to comply with 
Section 24N of the National Environmental Management Act (Act no 107 of 1998) also known as NEMA, as 
well as the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 (Government Notice No R 326) and any 
additional specific information requested by any State Department, including the Department of 
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (D:EA&DP) for specific projects.  

This EMP: 

¶ identifies project activities that could cause environmental damage (risks) and provides a summary of 
actions required; 

¶ identifies persons responsible for ensuring compliance with the EMP and provides their contact 
information; 

¶ provides standard procedures to avoid and/or minimise the identified negative environmental impacts 
and to enhance the positive impact of the project on the environment; 

¶ provides site and project specific rules and actions required, including a site plan/s showing: 
o areas where construction, maintenance, or demolition work may be carried out; 
o areas where any material or waste may be stored; 
o allowed access routes, parking and turning areas for construction or construction related 

vehicles; 

¶ forms a written record of procedures, responsibilities, requirements and rules for Contractor/s, their 
staff and any other person who must comply with the EMP; 

¶ provides a monitoring and auditing programme to track and record compliance and identify and 
respond to any potential or actual negative environmental impacts; and 

¶ provides a monitoring programme to record any mitigation measures that are implemented; 

The EMP is partly prescriptive (identifying specific people or organisations to undertake specific tasks, in order 
to ensure that impacts on the environment are minimised), but it is also an open-ended document in that 
information gained during the construction activities and/or monitoring of procedures on site could lead to 
changes in the EMP. 

This EMP was compiled by Clinton Geyser who has a MSc. Degree in Environmental Management. He has been 
working as an Environmental Assessment Practitioner since 2009 and is currently employed at EnviroAfrica cc.  

Qualifications:  
- BSc. Earth Sciences, Majors in Geology and Geography and Environmental Management (1998 ς 2000) 

and; 
- BSc. (hons): Geography and Environmental Management (2001) and; 
- MSc. Geography and Environmental Management (2002), all from the University of Johannesburg. 

Expertise: 
Clinton Geyser has over twelve ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
Assessment Practitioner and as an Environmental Control Officer, having worked on a variety of projects in the 
Western, Eastern and Northern Cape. 

EAPASA Registration number: 2021/3287 
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1.1 PURPOSE 

The purpose of the EMP is to give direction and guidance to all responsible parties, which are in turn expected 
to co-operate closely to minimise or avoid unnecessary environmental impacts or delays.  The ECO will ensure 
compliance with the EMP (and other Environmental issues) and will visit the site on a regular basis during the 
construction phase, with additional visits at the professional, project-linked, discretion of the ECO or relevant 
authority. 

This EMP binds all contractors, sub-contractors and other persons working on the site to adhere to the terms 
and conditions of the EMP throughout the construction activities of the project and any other construction 
activities associated with the construction of the upgrade of the site. 

!ƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ {ƛǘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άhƴ {ƛǘŜ {ǘŀǊǘ-¦Ǉ aŜŜǘƛƴƎέ Ƴǳǎǘ 
be included to form part of the EMP. 

 

1.2 SCOPE 

This EMP addresses the construction phase (CEMP) and operational phase (OEMP) and all activities associated 
with the project.  In addition it will deal with all the requirements of regulation 19 (4) of the EIA regulations (R. 
982, 04 December 2014) as well as any additional specific information requested by the Department of 
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (D:EA&DP) pertaining to some developments. 

Compliance to this EMP (which serves as a basis for all the phases of the project) will be monitored by the 
Environmental Control Officer (ECO).  The Construction Engineer/Project Managers, the Contracting Agent(s) 
and the Client will be responsible for the implementation of this Environmental Management Plan. 

 

1.3 SITE LOCATION 

The site is located in the northern section of the Witzenberg Valley, along the access road to Doornkraal Agri 
Visgat farm. The site is located approximately 24km north-north-west of Prince Alfred Hamlet. 

The bridge and road sections 1 and 2 will be located on Portion 3 of Farm Visgat 207, while road section 3 will 
be located on Portion 2 of Farm 304.  
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Figure 1:  GOOGLE EARTH IMAGE OF PROPOSED SITE LOCATION (INDICATED BY THE RED POLYGON)  
 

 

 

Figure 2: GOOGLE EARTH IMAGE INDICATING THE PROPOSED PROPERTIES, THE PROPOSED ROAD 

REALIGNMENT SECTIONS INDICATED BY THE RED POLYGONS, AND THE NEW BRIDGE, INDICATED BY THE BLUE 

POLYGON.  
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1.4 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

A new bridge will be constructed over the Olifants River. The bridge will be constructed using pre-cast 
concrete culverts, placed upstream of the existing bridge. The proposed bridge will be 7.5m wide, and 
approximately 50m in length. The road on either side of the bridge will also be realigned (approximately 
180m). 

An additional 550m of the entrance road will need to be realigned to allow interlink trucks better access to the 
farm. Three sections of the entrance road will be realigned. The new road sections will be approximately 5m 
wide, with an 8m road reserve.  

Figure 3: GOOGLE EARTH IMAGE SHOWING THE ALIGNMENT OF THE PROPOSED BRIDGE. 

 

Figure 4: GOOGLE EARTH IMAGE INDICATING THE REALIGNMENT OF ROAD SECTION 1. 

 






















































































































































